68 Main Street, East Berlin 
1897 
St. Gabriel’s Episcopal Church 


Gothic revival 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


, located at 68 Main Street, East Berlin. It was built in 

F 1897, at a time when East Berlin was experiencing a 
boom during the heyday of the nearby Berlin Iron 

ls Bridge Company. The church was built on land 
purchased from the East Berlin Building Company. This 
was a real estate development which rented housing to 
workers at the lron Bridge Company, whose principals 
owned the majority of its stock (60% in 1903). The 
addition, with a shorter gable roof, to the north of the 
original section of the church (on the right in the image 


above), was built in the twentieth century. 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey 081 
1897 St. Gabriel’s 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 
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1. BUILDING NAME (Common) 


St. Gabriel's Episcopal Church 


DISTRICT TF NR, SPECIFY 
#081 


— Os Onr D) Actua! LC) Potentiat 
(Historic) 


St. Gabriel's Episcopal Church 


. TOWN. CITY VILL OUNTY 
3 | Berlin East Berlin . Hartford 
= R NO NUMBER (and/or location) 
&| 68 Main Street 17-2/148/10 
u 4. OWNER(S) 
=| st Gabriel's Church " " East Berlin 06023 C)pubtie K] Private 
6 PS Use Tpresent) Tinistorie) 
~ | Church Church 
6 EXTERIOR VBIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIGLE TF YES, EXPLAIN 
‘ACCESSIBILITY . 
K] ves [Jno [x]ves (Jno During service 
. Y OF BUILDIN [e} fe) s) RU ) 
Gothic Revival 1897 


8. M RIALY 


‘eB. Clapboord 


(indicate use or location when appropriate) 


O Asbestos Siding 


0 Asphalt Siding 


D0 Stucco 


Concrete 
Type: 


ix) Wood Shingle 


O Boord & Batten 


Aluminum 
Siding 
9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 


[x] Wood frame 


0 Post and beam 


Other 
(Specify) 


DC) prick 
D Fieldstone 


0 Cobblestone 


a) 


Raised random-ashlar 


Cut stone 
Type: ——_brownstone foundation 
C) Selioan 


( 
\ ay Load beoring masonry O Structural iron or steel 
0 Other (Specify) 
TO. ROOF (Type) a aaa 
(x] Gable O Flot Oj Mansard 0 Monitor Go sawtooth 
Other 
z es} Gombrel O Shed O Hip 0 Round (Specify) 
rE (Moterial) 
= Roll 
o tc) Wood Shingle Asphalt I Tin 0 Slate fy) Gable end to the street 
a Other 
= Gx) Aspholt shingle O Built up | Tile [ ] (Specify) O Ridge parallel to the street 
11. NUMBER OF STORIES| APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 
33' x 72! (old portion) 
OND ON (Structural) Chaxtertatd 
O Excellent (3 Good O Foir (3) Detcriorated iB Excaltent I Good O Fair oO Deteriorated 
INTEGRITY (Lev ation (Alterations) iF YES, EXPLAIN 7 
xe (teins K]yes []no| New right addition 
REL 0D OUTBUILD! OR LAND P UR 
‘B Born O Shed DO Garage OD Other londscape features or buildings (Specify) 
Carri 
td 0 Shop i) Garden 
15. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT = 
es Open land Hi [X) Residential i) Scattered buildings visit!e from site 
cr 
Indus- 
& OD Commercial sel (J Rural x) High building density 
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In area of Main Street with 


ROUNDING 
large concentration of Victorian housing. 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


St. Gabriel's Episcopal Church has a raised random-ashlar brownstone 
foundation; the facade features a large gable-front with a square 
flat-roofed belfry tower to the left. The gable front has several 
courses of decorative sawtooth, staggered-butt, and fishscale shingles 
and is slightly flared at the bottom where it meets the raised foun- 
dation. Three recessed pointed-arched stained glass windows are tightly 
grouped to the left and right on the first floor; above is a large 
circular stained glass window with six radially-arranged muntins. All 
gables have plain face rafters and overhanging eaves. The belfry tower 
has modern metal double entry doors and large pointed-arched louvers. 
Louvers are treated as paired-arched openings. On the left elevation, 
both the tower and the main portion of the church have (continued) 


Architecturally, St. Gabriel's Episcopal Church is significant as a 
well-preserved and unusually fine example of the Gothic Revival style. 
Popularized by architect Andrew Jackson Downing, this romantic revival 
style was common in domestic building for a short time in the 1850s 
and 1860s; it enjoyed a second wave of popularity in the last years 
of the 19th century, mainly as an institutional and ecclesiastical 
style. Typical Gothic Revival features present here include the 
steeply-pitched gables, stained glass windows, the suggestion of 
buttresses at the rear of the building, and the extensive use of 
trefoil-arched, pointed-arched, and quatrefoil forms. The modern 
additions are harmoniously designed and do not detract from the 
architectural significance of the building. 


Historically, St. Gabriel's is significant as a longtime community 
institution. Like most of the surrounding Victorian (continued) 


Berlin Land Records 46:228 (1897); 44:406 (1897) 
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St. Gabriel's Episcopal Church 


17. (continued) : 


rectangular border-pane windows with trefoil stained glass above. 
There is a left-rear cross-gable - ell with an entry shelter on jigsawn 
consoles, original entry doors with trefoil-arched panels, three 
trefoil-arched stained glass windows, and a single quatrefoil stained 
glass window in the peak. The right elevation has a similar gabled 
ell. To the rear, the steep main gable is flanked by shed-roofed 
extensions (suggesting medieval buttresses). The rear gable peak has 
a large sunburst stained-glass window. To the right of the original 
church building is a recent 20th-century addition with a parallel 
gable. 


19. (continued): - 


houses, the church was built during the boom years of nearby Berlin 
Iron Bridge during the last two decades of the 19th century. The 
church was built in 1897 on land purchased from the East Berlin 
Building Company, a real-estate development dominated by principals of 
the Bridge Company. 


Photographs (continued) 


